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iu Europe and America. To obtain the seed fit for use it is necessary that 
the tree from which it is gathered should be of the right variety of jambul, 
and that no “ wind-falls ” or rotten fruit be included. The native physicians 
believe that this remedy is of the greatest use in the treatment of diabetes, 
and that there is no necessity to restrict the patient’s diet, since this pre¬ 
vents the possibility of the formation [excretion ?] of sugar in the urine.— 
Bulletin of Pharmacy ,1898, No. 1, p. 6. 

[A recent re-investigation of this drug convinces us of its undoubted 
value. However, further chemical and physiological studv is necessary.— 
K. W. \V.] 

The Treatment of Hemoptysis.— Dr. C. Y. Bliss classifies this as fol¬ 
lows: 1. Moral management. The alarm should be relieved by the assur¬ 
ance that it is not likely to prove fatal. Rest and quiet should be enjoined. 
2. Position and rest. The patient should be left in a recumbent position 
and his clothing loosened without unduly disturbing him. Auscultation 
of the breathing over the front of the chest is permissible. If the bleed¬ 
ing has been profuse into one lung, an appropriate change of position may 
enable him to cough up the blood and avert impending asphyxia. 3. Local 
applications. Ice to the chest apparently does good and has a soothing 
effect upon the patient’s mind. The writer has not observed that catarrh 
follows its use. 4. Relief of cough. Unless this is severe it does not need 
treatment. It may even be beneficial in freeing the lungs from blood. If 
it is desired to reduce its frequency and severity, morphine hypodermatically 
is to be preferred. 5. Treatment addressed to the nervous system. In cases 
of nervous excitement opium in some form is most desirable. 6. The action 
of the bowels. It is generally, not to say invariably, advisable that the 
bowels should be opened as soon as possible and be kept freely opened; for, 
since the abdominal circulation is capable of containing a large part of the 
total amount of blood, it is not unreasonable to believe that the induction 
of brisk bowel-action by means of purgatives will cause a large amount of 
blood to pass into the intestinal vessels, and that this may tend to reduce 
the tension of the circulation elsewhere. The use of the bedpan should be 
enjoined, but enemata should be avoided. Probably nothing is better than 
the immediate administration of five grains of calomel, followed by a saline 
purgative at an appropriate interval. After this, free action of the bowels may 
be maintained by adding to the mixture to be given some magnesium sul¬ 
phate and a carminative, as syrup of ginger, in sufficient quantity to pro¬ 
duce two or three watery stools daily. 7. Other medicinal remedies. Ob¬ 
jection is made to gallic acid because of its constipating effects and to ergot 
because, while it contracts the smaller systemic arteries, it has no effect upon 
those of the lungs, and it may indirectly tend rather to raise the tension of 
the pulmonary circulation. There is little evidence to show that hamamelis, 
diluted sulphuric acid, and other astringents of this class, have any definite 
effect upon the small vessels of the lungs. More, perhaps, may be said for 
turpentine, the action of which in the hemorrhage of purpura and scurvy is 
recognized to be of great value. 8. Diet. First in importance is the priva¬ 
tion of fluid. If possible, reduce the total intake of fluid to half a pint in 
twenty-four hours. There is no valid argument for the administration of 
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ice. A spare, semi-solid diet, sueh as a little milk pudding, bread and 
butter, thin sandwiches made with pounded chicken or hard-boiled eggs, 
which can be increased in quantity or improved in quality, should be em¬ 
ployed. .Stimulants of all kinds should be forbidden, excepting under 
especial circumstances .—The Clinical Journal , 1898, No. 271, p. 161. 

The Treatment of Acute Articular Rheumatism by Intravenous Injec¬ 
tions of Sublimate.—Du. Gustav Singer details the process as follows: 
The arm is left hanging over the edge of the bed, in order to bring the veins 
into promineuce, or a compress above the elbow is employed for this purpose. 
The skiu in the region of the elbow is then disinfected, first by energetic 
rubbing with soft soap and warm water, next with a per cent, sublimate 
solution, and lastly with ether and alcohol. A sterilized syringe provided 
with an asbestos piston is filled with the solution and inserted into the lumen 
of the vein in the direction of the blood-current and parallel to its course. 
As soon as the color of the solution in the syringe has indicated that the 
needle has entered the vein (blood entering reddens the solution), the com¬ 
press is removed and the injection is slowly made. The point of insertion is 
covered with the finger, the needle removed, and the opening closed with 
iodoform-gauze and an appropriate bandage. The solution employed is: 
corrosive mercuric chloride, 1 or 2; sodium chloride, 1 or 2; distilled water, 
10. The dose of sublimate is from J to ^ grain. The only difficulty is 
found in the insertion of the' needle into the vein. Sometimes a little 
blood escapes from the vein under the skin, forming a small but painless 
sugillation. The injection can be made alternately in each arm. Six to ten 
injections in the course of treatment, at most, being necessary, it is well to 
begin near the wrist, and later inject nearer the elbow. If the weaker solu¬ 
tion is employed, daily injections are in order; if the stonger, then once in 
two days is sufficient. The mouth and teeth must be carefully looked after 
and cleansed. For this purpose potassium chlorate is used as a mouth-wash. 
Of the eleven patients under observation, one developed diarrhoeal stools, 
with small amount of blood, and two albuminuria, but casts were not found. 
The results which were observed from this treatment were: 1. The pains 
were lessened, and consequently sleep was permitted. 2. Swelling was re¬ 
markably diminished in the joints primarily affected, but secondary infection 
of other joints was not prevented. This is not an argument against the use 
of this method, for it occurs with others— c. g., the use of salicylates. 3. If 
the injections are given in the morning, the expected afternoon rise of tem¬ 
perature is postponed for several hours, lessened, or abolished altogether. 
The indications for this method are: Acute articular rheumatism of infec¬ 
tious initial processes (erysipelas, phlegmon, puerperal affections) or pecu¬ 
liar history (chills, recurring endocarditis, frequent exacerbation, protracted 
subacute course, metastases) which point toward a pytemic character. In 
acute disease, when the salicylates are forbidden, or when the inflammation 
is localized in single joints, this method is recommended. The contraindi¬ 
cations are to be found in very weak individuals, severe renal degenera¬ 
tion, and by onset of severe symptoms of poisoning .—Centralblatt fur die 
(fexammfe Therapic, 1898, 1 Heft, S. 1. 



